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FOR H (ASST SEC BENNET) AND EUR/NE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINRUK 

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

REF: LONDON 1641 

THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A LETTER DATED FEB 27 FROM THE 
HOME OFFICE APOLOGIZING FOR THE DELAY OCCASIONED BY THE 
NECESSITY TO CONSULT WITH THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
(LONDON) METROPOLITAN POLICE AND RESPONDING TO THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE'S REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO BRITISH POLICE 
RECORDS AND KNOWLEDGEABLE PERSONS CONCERNED WITH THE 
ARREST OF JAMES EARL RAY AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE I SHOULD PERHAPS BEGIN BY EXPLAINING THAT THERE A 
LIMITATIONS ON CHIEF OFFICERS OF POLICE MAKING AVAILABLE 
INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THEIR OFFICERS IN THE COURSE OF 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS. CERTAIN INFORMATION WOULD, OF 
COURSE, BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE IN THE COURSE OF CRIMINAL 
OR, IN THIS CASE, EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS BEFORE A COURT, 
BUT THERE IS NO RIGHT OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION HELD BY 
THE POLICE EVEN FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT IN THIS COUNTRY. 

THERE ARE ALSO PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES. THE ARREST 
OF RAY TOOK PLACE ALMOST TEN YEARS AGO AND MOST OF THE 
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OFFICERS CONCERNED WITH THE CASE HAVE SINCE RETIRED 
FROM THE FORCE. INDEED, THE POLICE OFFICER PRINCIPALLY 
CONCERNED, CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT BUTLER, IS NOW DEAD. 

ANY OFFICERS STILL SERVING, WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE 
CASE, WERE OF RELATIVELY JUNIOR RANK AT THE TIME AND MAY 
NOT BE IN A POSITION TO GIVE THE SELECT COMMITTEE THE 
TYPE OF INFORMATION IT MAY REQUIRE. 
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REALISING THE PUBLIC IMPORTANCE OF THE MURDERS WITH 
WHICH THE SENATE COMMITTEE IS CONCERNED, THE BRITISH 
AUTHORITIES WISH TO CO-OPERATE AS FAR AS THEY CAN, AND 
ARE PREPARED TO SEE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMITTEE, IF 
THEY COME TO THIS COUNTRY, AND TO FACILITATE THE PRO- 
VISION OF INFORMATION BY THE POLICE AS APPROPRIATE. WE 
SHOULD, HOWEVER, BE IN A MUCH BETTER POSITION TO HELP 
IF THE COMMITTEE COULD PROVIDE IN ADVANCE THE INFORMA 
TION REQUESTED AS TO THE PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE 
INQUIRY AND THE USE THAT WOULD BE MADE OF ANY EVIDENCE 
OBTAINED. I SHOULD EMPHASISE, HOWEVER, THAT THERE 
CANNOT BE ANY PROSPECT OF THE COMMITTEE BEING GRANTED 
DIRECT ACCESS TO POLICE FILES. END QUOTE. 

BREWSTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ASSASSINATION, COMMITTEES, US CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LONDON03364 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780094-1117 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978031 20/aaaadxyy. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 63c7d1ba-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LONDON 1641 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 8 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3158548 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
TAGS: PINR, UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/63c7d1ba-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



